THREE CHEERS FOR THE KING
for all the war correspondents to follow him from
place to place. But everything must be reported and
so they adopted, in the exceptional circumstances,
the only fair method possible, which was 'pooling*.
All the information is collected and made available
to everybody. Each man takes from the common
fund the details he thinks most important or
picturesque. What he chooses and, of course, his
style, give the article its individuality.
'The King/ the chairman began, 'travelled eighty
miles to-day. He left his residence at 8.15 and saw
the airmen first.  Mr. H------, who was there, will
give you an account of the visit/
'There was a strong and very cold wind/ said
H------. 'When the King arrived, the men who had
flown over Germany were presented to him and he
asked them for a few details of the flight. He then
saw the young Flight Commander who brought
down a German bomber the other day/
'What did the King say to him?'
'The King asked how the patrol worked. It was
suggested that he himself should give the taking-off
signal, which he did. In thirty seconds the men
were in the air. Before leaving the air-field, as it was
getting colder and colder, the King drank a cup of
tea/
'China or Indian?5 asked some purist.
'China/
'Then/ the chairman said, 'the King visited the
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